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RIGA 2014: EUROPEAN CAPITAL OF CULTURE

Presents

An International Forum

THE BALTIC AMBER WIND: CULTURE, CREATIVITY, CHANGE  

Riga City Council, 17-18 November 2010

As the forthcoming European Capital of Culture (ECoC), Riga will be reviving the concept of the ancient trade route that lies at the heart of its history. ‘The Amber Road’ will be re-created as a symbol for a new network of cultural exchanges between the nations and peoples of Europe.

This International Forum will call together representatives from previous European capitals of culture, Riga’s sister cities, the expertise of specialists, and Latvia’s friends to explore new aspects of co-operation through the unifying emblem of Baltic Amber, to discuss the role of cities, NGOs and cultural operators in drawing the perspectives of cultural policies, city development plans, community policies and city branding.  

For millennia the ‘sun-stone’ was the currency that linked the Baltic peoples with the civilisations of Europe and the Near East. What more appropriate that today it should inaugurate a new kind of exchange across the continent, connecting seas, cultures and peoples, fostering international links and understanding.  

Between now and 2014 the city of Riga invites the world to join it in a spectacular European-wide exploration along ‘The New Amber Road’. ‘Culture, creativity, change’, in all their aspects, will be the watchwords for that exciting pan-European exploration.  Welcome to ‘The New Amber Road’ that starts in, and from, Riga on 17 November 2010!

FORUM PROGRAMME
Venue: Riga City Council, Ratslaukums 1
Wednesday, November 17

09.30 – 10.30 

REGISTRATION

10.30 – 10.40 

OPENING: Official Welcome by the Mayor of Riga, Mr. Nils Ušakovs, and the organisers of Riga 2014

* * *

10.40 – 11.45 

PLENARY SESSION I: Culture and Creativity: Goals for Riga and Europe

· The Mayor of Riga, Mr. Nils Ušakovs

· Latvian Minister of Culture Ms Sarmīte Ēlerte
· Umeå  2014 (Sweden) ECoC supervision committee vice-president Dr. Sven-Olov Edvinsson 
Moderator: Ms Nele Hertling, “A Soul for Europe”, member of the Strategy group

* * *

11.45 – 12.30 

PLENARY SESSION II: The Dynamics of European Cultural Capitals: from theoretical bids to practical achievement  

All ECoC applications incorporate proposals that present the imaginative and distinctive features of their cultures and that emphasise their relevance to the contemporary world.  How are the theoretical proposals implemented in actual programmes? “Riga 2014” invites colleagues to share their expertise on how they have translated theory into practice.

ECOC city speakers:
· RIGA 2014 Ms Aiva Rozenberga
· PLZEN 2015 Mr. Milan Svoboda
· TALLINN 2011 Mr. Jaanus Rohumaa
Moderator: Mr. Guy Dockendorf, Chairman of the Board, “Luxembourg and Greater Region, Cultural Capital of Europe 2007”, Senior Counsellor to the Government Director General Ministry of Culture, Luxembourg

12.30 – 13.30 Lunch break
* * *

13.30 – 15.15

PLENARY SESSION III: Baltic Amber, ‘the stone of light’: from antiquity to the modern world

“Amber embodies a paradox. On the one hand, it is an inert rock and a component of inorganic nature. But on the other hand, amber is a relic of the living past, a piece of organic matter, and the lifeline of plant life. As a mineral, amber, like all stones, is eternal, quite unlike the transitory elements of human existence.  But as a prehistoric plant extract, amber reawakens in our modern-day consciousness a sense of eternal return/traditional cycles of reawakening – like the seasons, the path of the sun, and the spiral of human life, which repeats the same model for generations. Amber has a new symbolic value in the consciousness of today’s identity, aware of traditions that aren’t just dead and gone but, rather, are tangible proof of something indestructibly alive.”

13.50 – 15.50 The Amber Road and European Cultural Routes: from pre-historic civilisations to the present – and the future.
Speaker: Mr. Guy Dockendorf, vice-president of  the European Institute of Cultural Routes

13.45 – 14.25 Keynote speech. The Ancient Amber Routes: from Riga to Byzantium.
Speaker: Dr. Māra Kalniņš, former Cambridge University Professor, Great Britain
14.40 – 14.55 Future of Amber Expeditions: in the search of footprints of amber in Baltic identity and language.
Speaker: Ms Janīna Kursīte, University of Latvia
14.55 – 15.15 Amber in modern science: the historical importance of amber in medicine, textiles, science.  

Speaker: Dr. Inga Ļašenko, RIGA Technical University

Q&A 

Moderator: Ms Aiva Rozenberga, RIGA 2014 Office
15.30 – 16.00 Call for a cup of coffee

* * *

16.00 – 17.30 

PLENARY SESSION IV: Technology and Art: changes in our perception of culture

Every day new technologies arise, raising questions about the nature of communication and experience. How does a culture react to and incorporate technological advances and how do we reconcile those advances with traditional concepts and forms of art?  These and other questions relevant to the 21st century will be explored in this session.

16.05 – 16.25 Men and machines – new symbiosis?

Speaker: Mr. Pascal Keiser, Director of CECN, Mons, Belgium

16.25 – 16.30 Showcase of Robot Moka-Moka office art.

Presenter: Mr. Egils Mednis, artist

16.30 – 16.45 Changing perceptions in approach to the classic values – Europeana case study of Art Nouveau in the i-world. 
Speaker: Ms Anne Marie van Gerwen, Manager Marketing & Communications “Europeana”

16.45 – 17.15 Festival of Lights in Chartres: Surprising meeting of architecture, classic values and modern technology

· Viewpoint of the scenographer and artist.
Speaker: Mr. Xavier de Richmond, Chartres, France
· Viewpoint of the organizer of the Festivals of Light.
Speaker: Mr. Jean-François Zurawik, Directeur des Evénements et de l'Animation de la ville de Lyon, LUCCI Association, France (TBC)
17.15 – 17.30 Staro Rīga (“Beaming Riga”): Adventures in the biggest Festival of Lights in Northern Europe.  
Speakers: Ms Diāna Čivle, Mr. Mārcis Gulbis, “Staro Riga” organizers, Latvia

Q&A
Moderator:  TBC

* * *

18.00 – 18.15
Inauguration of the STARO RĪGA light installation

(Façade of the Riga City Council)

When Latvia celebrated the 90th Anniversary of its Independence in 2008, Riga organised its first ‘Festival of Light’, thus placing the city on the European map of other such events. Today Riga boasts the largest ‘Festival of Light’ in northern Europe and is active in promoting the wider establishment of these celebrations, which combine art and modern technology. Through an efficient and eco-friendly use of energy, the Festival aims to create new opportunities for artists, to bring art into urban space, to involve people from all walks of life, and to attract visitors to this vibrant, cosmopolitan city, whose ‘Festival of Light’ enhances and complements the ‘stone of light’ itself – amber, the symbol of ‘Riga 2014.

18.30 – 20.00
Reception by the Mayor of Riga Mr. Nils Ušakovs

(Museum of Decorative Arts and Design, Old town, Skārņu Str. 10/20)
Thursday, November 18

11:00 

Bus from Hotel Neiburgs

11:10

Bus from Hotel de Rome 

11:15 – 15:00

Guided tour 
15:15 – 16:30

Lunch at restaurant „KID” Old town
16:30 – 18:00

Free time
18:15 

Bus from Hotel de Rome to „Ķīpsala” hall
18:25

Bus from Hotel Neiburgs to „Ķīpsala” hall
19:00 – 20:30
Mythical dance performance „From Sword the Sun was rising” („No zobena saule lēca”). A story about life of ancient Baltic tribes several centuries ago and its people’s destinies. 
20:40
Bus from hall „Ķīpsala”
20:50

Dinner and the Independnce day fireworks from restaurant „Ostas skati”

 ~22:30
Bus to Spīķeri – object of Festival of Lights „Staro Rīga”
~ 23:00

Bus back to the city center (National opera) to objects of Festival of Lights „Staro Rīga” or hotels (optional/upon request)
� Vaira Vīķe-Freiberga. Proceedings of the 4th International Conference on Amber in Archaeology, 2003. 
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