GOETHEANUM COMMUNICATIONS	

Goetheanum, Dornach, 29th April 2019

“Like a ‘Girl‘s Gang’”
Quite popular: the small herds of cows and sheep in the Goetheanum Park

Since April, cows have been grazing on the grounds of the Goetheanum Park alongside sheep again. Some people even know the cows by their names.

The last lambs were born as twins on April 23rd. The young lambs from last year, Mijou and Fina, had their first offspring. A total of seven ewes now look after nine lambs (six male and three females).

In the midst of it: Paul Pieterse. He is responsible for the animals at the Goetheanum Garden Park. “It is important to me that animals can be animals,” he says. It‘s important to find a balance between herding and allowing animals to be free. “I do develop a relationship with the animals, but I don‘t impose myself on them.” Just how important this relationship is for the animals became apparent when he was absent for a few weeks in 2018 – the herd became restless, especially the bucks broke away. “When I‘m with them every day, it calms the animals.” And he adds: “I herd them, but I do not domesticate the animals.”  

The sheep are kept on the grounds all year round. Because of the dry summer, hay had to be brought in for winter-feeding. The small herd of cows, on the other hand, spent the winter on the Untere Tüfleten farm, Switzerland. But since April, three gestating cows and three calves have been grazing on the Goetheanum pastures again.

For Paul Pieterse, animal husbandry at the Goetheanum has something special to offer: he can observe a herd over two generations. The calves emancipate themselves from their mothers, and test out more freedom, a little like a “Girl‘s Gang”. As they all graze together in the fields, this leads to the formation of a new herd, “a kind of family”, as Paul Pieterse cautiously puts it.

Be it lambs or cows – visitors to the Goetheanum Garden Park come to value the animals. “Some”,  the animal keeper reveals, “even know the cows by their names”.
 (1840 Characters/SJ; translation by Bettina Hindes)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Web www.gaertnerei.goetheanum.org
Contact person 
Paul Pieterse, paul.pieterse@goetheanum.ch
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